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Appellate Court Decisions - Week of  4/18/22 

 
Note: This is not a comprehensive list of every case released this week. 
 
First Appellate District of Ohio 
 
State v. Beauchamp, C-210447 
 
Waiver of jury trial 
 
Full Decision: (No web cite as of yet). 
 
In conviction for felony domestic violence, trial court erred in holding a bench 
trial where there was no written jury waiver made part of the record; because 
the trial court did not strictly comply with R.C. 2945.05, it lacked jurisdiction to 
try appellant without a jury.  
 
Second Appellate District of Ohio 
 
State v. Phillips, 2022-Ohio-1262  
 
Appointed counsel fees 
 
Full Decision: 
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/rod/docs/pdf/2/2022/2022-Ohio-1262.pdf 
 
Trial court erred in ordering appellant to pay appointed-counsel fees as part of 
her sentence.  Such fees are civil in nature and cannot be made part of the 
sentence.  State concedes error. 
 
Third Appellate District of Ohio 
 
Nothing to report. 
 
Fourth Appellate District of Ohio 
 
Nothing to report. 
 
Fifth Appellate District of Ohio 
 
State v. Meyer, 2022-Ohio-1226  
 
Right to counsel 
 

https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/rod/docs/pdf/2/2022/2022-Ohio-1262.pdf
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Full Decision: 
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/rod/docs/pdf/5/2022/2022-Ohio-1226.pdf 
 
Trial court erred in allowing appellant to proceed pro se without knowingly, 
intelligently, and voluntarily waiving his Sixth Amendment right to counsel.  
“The record before us does not contain evidence that appellant was apprised of 
the range of allowable punishments for the charged offense. . . .” 
 
State v. B.C., 2022-Ohio-1255  
 
Dependency 
 
Full Decision: 
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/rod/docs/pdf/5/2022/2022-Ohio-1255.pdf 
 
Where mother is charged with contributing to the delinquency of her child in 
juvenile court, that court lacks subject-matter jurisdiction to find that child to be 
a dependent child “in the absence of a dependency complaint filed in accordance 
with R.C. 2151.27.”   
 
State v. K.G., 2022-Ohio-1256  
 
Dependency 
 
Full Decision: 
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/rod/docs/pdf/5/2022/2022-Ohio-1256.pdf 
 
Where mother is charged with contributing to the delinquency of her child in 
juvenile court, that court lacks subject-matter jurisdiction to find that child to be 
a dependent child “in the absence of a dependency complaint filed in accordance 
with R.C. 2151.27.”   
 
Sixth Appellate District of Ohio 
 
Nothing to report. 
 
Seventh Appellate District of Ohio 
 
Nothing to report. 
 
Eighth Appellate District of Ohio 
 
State v. Watkins, 2022-Ohio-1231  
 
Sentencing; consecutive 
 

https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/rod/docs/pdf/5/2022/2022-Ohio-1226.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/rod/docs/pdf/5/2022/2022-Ohio-1255.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/rod/docs/pdf/5/2022/2022-Ohio-1256.pdf
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Full Decision: 
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/rod/docs/pdf/8/2022/2022-Ohio-1231.pdf 
 
Although trial court’s consecutive sentence findings were clearly and 
convincingly supported by sufficient evidence, court erred by failing to 
incorporate the R.C. 2929.14(C)(4) findings into the sentencing entry. Case 
remanded for trial court to issue a nun pro tunc sentencing entry incorporating 
its findings.   
 
State v. Walker, 2022-Ohio-1238  
 
Prosecutorial misconduct 
 
Full Decision: 
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/rod/docs/pdf/8/2022/2022-Ohio-1238.pdf 
 
Prosecutor committed misconduct in closing argument where he “urged the jury 
to convict [appellant] in part because of the need to end his characteristic ‘cycle 
of abuse’ or ‘cycle of domestic violence’ alleged to be evident from his prior 
convictions.” COA found such remarks were improper because they were “likely 
to inflame the passions of the jurors.” The comments deprived appellant of a fair 
trial, and COA found plain error; conviction reversed.  
 
State v. Bond, 2022-Ohio-1246  
 
Plea 
 
Full Decision: 
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/rod/docs/pdf/8/2022/2022-Ohio-1246.pdf 
 
Although there was no error in the bindover proceedings from juvenile court, 
trial court erred in accepting ’s appellant’s guilty plea to involuntary 
manslaughter.  Such plea was not knowingly, intelligently, nor voluntarily made 
where the trial court failed to inform her of her right to a jury trial pursuant to 
Crim.R. 11(C)(2); plea vacated and case remanded. 
 
State v. Smiley, 2022-Ohio-1242  
 
Contempt 
 
Full Decision: 
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/rod/docs/pdf/8/2022/2022-Ohio-1242.pdf 
 
Trial court erred by failing to “articulate findings of fact for the contempt 
conviction in its journal entry.” State concedes error.  Contempt conviction 
reversed and case remanded.   
 

https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/rod/docs/pdf/8/2022/2022-Ohio-1231.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/rod/docs/pdf/8/2022/2022-Ohio-1238.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/rod/docs/pdf/8/2022/2022-Ohio-1246.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/rod/docs/pdf/8/2022/2022-Ohio-1242.pdf
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Ninth Appellate District of Ohio 
 
Nothing to report. 
 
Tenth Appellate District of Ohio 
 
Nothing to report. 
 
Eleventh Appellate District of Ohio 
 
State v. Piskac, 2022-Ohio-1209  
 
Sufficiency; grand theft auto 
 
Full Decision: 
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/rod/docs/pdf/11/2022/2022-Ohio-
1209.pdf 
 
Appellant’s conviction for grand theft auto was not supported by sufficient 
evidence that appellant meant to permanently deprive the owner of the vehicle.  
Appellant “was known by and had a relationship with the person from whom the 
vehicle was taken. As noted above, nothing in the record suggests that he tried to 
conceal the fact that he took the vehicle. When contacted by a family member, he 
arranged to return the vehicle and did so within a few hours.”  However, there 
was sufficient evidence to support a conviction for unauthorized use of a motor 
vehicle; case remanded to vacated conviction for grand theft auto and enter a 
conviction for the lesser-included offense of unauthorized use and resentence 
accordingly.  
 
Twelfth Appellate District of Ohio 
 
Nothing to report. 
 
Supreme Court of Ohio 
 
Nothing to report. 
 
Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals 
 
Nothing to report. 
 
Supreme Court of the United States 
 
Nothing to report. 

https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/rod/docs/pdf/11/2022/2022-Ohio-1209.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/rod/docs/pdf/11/2022/2022-Ohio-1209.pdf

